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ooNNODOAAOUOU => 


February 2009 


President’s Corner 
... Deborah Evans 


H appy New Year and welcome back to all Club Secretary before the third Wednesday in March, in time of 

members, old and new. 2009 promises to be another our Committee Meeting. (If you forget who are your 

busy and exciting year for the Club, with the continuation © Committee—look on the back page!) 

of our existing activities and, hopefully, some new 

ventures. The year has certainly started well, with great Sitting writing this on what now seems like a cool day (only 

fun had by all at the Bird Group’s trivia quiz night, and in the 30s!) after the recent heat wave, electricity black 

excellent excursions to Reedy Lake, Balyang Sanctuary outs and stories in the press of stressed wildlife, serves as 

for the Bird Group, and Hotham for the adventurous few a reminder that our Club’s reason for existence is the 

who headed north for the January Campout. natural world around us and our interaction with it. 2009 is 
going to be an important year for all of us witha 

For the Club, the next major issue is the coming commitment to the natural environment to show leadership 

committee elections at the April AGM. All committee in the community to tackle climate change and the likely 

positions are thrown open for election/re-election. We impacts on our local ecosystems. 

have had a slightly understrength committee this year so ; 

bringing one or two new members onto the committee is a Clean up Australia Day 

top priority—a full committee enables the workload to be 

spread so that nobody feels overburdened, and new 9-12 am. 1 March 2009 

members bring new skills and ideas to keep the Club ý 

vibrant and active. If you have any potential committee : : r 

members in your sights, or would like to see members of | Bird hide, Jerringot Reserve, Belmont 

the current committee re-elected, please take the (Melway 452 A11) 

opportunity to approach the person you have in mind and 

ask if they would accept nomination/re-nomination. Then Bring: sturdy shores, hats, sunscreen, gloves, 

fill in the appropriate nomination form (which will be in the | sunglasses, water, morning tea if desired. 

March Geelong Naturalist) and hand/post it to the Leaders: Claire and Dennis Greenwell ph. 5243 7047 


Tonight... 


..oimon Mustoe will talk about Port Phillip Bay ecology 


At the February meeting... 


...Ralph Cotter will be talking about the Moorabool Gorge Project 


There are several new club members this 
GFNC website month. They are: 


Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, Tim McKellar from Belmont 
invertebrate etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC Lynette Lea from Torquay 

email address or phoned to Barry Lingham 

(5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated onto We welcome them to the club and wish them a 
the site frequently. long and happy association. 


GFNC Web page: ive 
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~gfnc/ Mailing roster 


e-mail address: February: Jan Venters 


gfnc@vicnet.net.au March: David Flanagan 


Members are encouraged to 
arrive early at general meetings. | | The photos on the front cover, by Lorraine Phelan, is of a channel in 
Reedy Lake. More excursion details on p. 11. 
The room will be open at 7.15 pm | | The photo on the back cover, by Lorraine Phelan, is of club members 
to allow members to chat to other | | at Reedy Lake. See p. 11. 
members and visitors. 





Out and about 
Looking at life a little closer 


A couple of pennies 

Pennies are no longer part of our currency, but they live on in 
plants, Pennyroyal and Pennywort. Pennyroyal is a Mint, Mentha 
satureioides, a perennial mat-forming plant that grows in damp 
places. It has been recorded for the lower Werribee and Little 
Rivers and the north Brisbane Ranges. Its common name has 
nothing to do with pennies; it comes from pulex the Latin word for 
flea. It was used as an insect repellent. Other common names 
include Lurk-in- the ditch, Run-by-the-ground and Pudding 
Grass. The Roman Pliny (23-79) in his famous Natural History 
believed it cured many natural disorders and recommended 
hanging it in bedrooms. Pennyroyal is a corruption of the old 
herbalist name Pulioli-royall for Pulegium regium, now Mentha 
pulegium, the European plant which has been introduced into 
Australia. It has had many uses, from a meat stuffing (with 
pepper and honey), curing headaches ‘A garland of Penny-royale 
made and worn about the head is of great force against the 
swimming in the head and the pains and giddiness thereof’ to an 
abortifacient. Pennyroyal essential oil is extremely toxic. The 
native Australian plant was used for medicinal purposes by 
aboriginal peoples. A related plant M. australis has been called 
panaryle by aboriginal people at Corranderrk Station and a 
decoction made from it was known to be used for coughs and 
colds and as an abortifacient, while the crushed leaves were 
inhaled for headaches. 


Pennywort is an old English word for a plant (wort) with leaves 
round like a penny, as they are in nearly all species, although 
they may be deeply lobed or incised. The scientific name 
Hydrocotyle comes from the Greek for a water dish, because 
many of the leaves have a depression in the centre. The plants 
are often bisexual and in Stinking Pennywort, H. laxiflora, a plant 
that is widespread in woodland, forest and grassland, the male 
and female flowers are on separate stems (the male stems 
longer), and have a putrid odour. There are about 150 
Hydrocotyle species worldwide, 55 in Australia and 18 in Victoria. 
H. medicaginoides is known from around saline lakes and is rare 
around Geelong and the Bellarine Peninsula and H. capillaris is 
confined to west of Port Phillip Bay with just a few records south 
of Geelong. | have never seen either of these plants with tiny 
leaves. However, among the plants surviving in harsh conditions 
on the Lindorff property in Jollys Road in the Brisbane Ranges | 
found several plants of H. callicarpa tucked away in a moss bed 
with Calandrinias (see Geelong Naturalist December 2008). 





...Valda Dedman 


Callicarpa means ‘beautiful fruit, which in this case is a flattened, 
winged, two-lobed tiny capsule (to 1x1.5 mm) with a pouch or pit 
in the side. It is an annual plant, with leaves 2—10 mm across and 
white to purple flowers. It grows to 9 cm tall, often with the 
yellow-flowered H. foveolata in ‘species-rich herb-mats’ (Flora of 
Victoria). 


The right moment 
On the table | had a vase of sweetly-perfumed oriental lilies, pink 
and white with burgundy-spotted throats, six tan anthers 
surrounded a tripartite green stigma. Masses of pollen had been 
developing for days and falling on the tablecloth. Then one 
morning | noticed the stigmas were glistening, some with droplets 
hanging from them. This was the sweet and sticky stigmatic fluid, 
an indication that the flowers were ready for fertilization. 





Photo: Valda Dedman 


Lilium with droplet of stigmatic fluid. 


A treasure trove and a puzzle 

My favourite Christmas present was the DVD of the first 70 
volumes of The Victorian Naturalist. Each volume is a pdf file, so 
can be searched by a word or phrase. A bit laborious, but 
browsing brings some great discoveries. In the February 1913 
issue of vol. 29, | found the very first description of ‘our’ GFNC 
Small Ant-blue butterfly. The paper, by G. A. Waterhouse and G. 
Lyell was read before the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria on 20 
January 1913. It tells how 

‘In October 1910 one of our fellow members, Mr. H. W. Davey, 
while searching ants’ nests for Coleoptera, came across Lyczenid 
larva, and from them bred Miletus ignita [Fiery Jewel] and a 
couple of examples of the butterfly that had puzzled us. The 
following year he sent us some pupae of both species, and from 
them we bred in Gisborne a small series of each. In October 
under the guidance of Mr. Davey one of us visited Ocean Grove, 
Victoria, and secured a series of the eggs, larvae and pupae of 
both butterflies.’ 


So it was almost by chance that a new butterfly species was 
discovered. H. W. Davey joined the FNCV as a country member 
in July 1902 when he was living in Ballarat. Later he lived in 
Clarence Street, Geelong West. While in Geelong he was a 
member of the GFNC and contributed papers to the Geelong 
Naturalist on ‘Insects in relation to plant life’, ‘Life histories of 
insects and of coccids’ and ‘Ants’ nests visitors’. Unfortunately for 
the club he was transferred to Melbourne. He was an expert on 
beetles (the genus Daveyia is named after him and some 
specimens of D. mira at the Museum of Victoria were collected in 
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Geelong), but was also interested in reptiles and amphibians. He 
was particularly fascinated by the relationship of beetles and 
ants. 


Now this leads me to a puzzling set of photos of ‘caterpillars’ sent 
to me for identification by Lorraine Phelan. She found them in 
Forest Road Anglesea during the Challenge Bird Count on 

7 December 2008. My first reaction was that they were 
caterpillars of one of the ‘blue’ butterflies, which are usually 
associated with ants. There was more than one ant nest 
entrance in the area and there were larvae at all of them. The 
vegetation was not especially noted, but there were some 
acacias. But where are the ants? They should be crawling all 
over the larvae or at least escorting them out from or back to the 
nest. The photos were taken at 9 am EDST, when all good 
caterpillars of night-feeding Bright Copper Butterflies Paralucia 
aurifera (observed in 2008 around Anglesea) should be back in 
the ant nest. They also look darker in colour than in photos or 
descriptions of this species. There are perhaps traces of oblique 
dorso-lateral whitish lines which are part of the patterning of the 
blackish caterpillars of the Silky Hairstreak Ja/menus ictinus, 
which feed by day on acacia foliage. These, too, are ‘obligate 
myrmecophiles’ and are attended by ants. 


The larvae appeared to be quite active and fast-moving; four 
pictures were taken within 23 seconds and in that time, at least 
one larva appeared to come out of the ant nest and one was 
hastening to go in. It is difficult to count the number of body 
segments. There should be 13 if the caterpillars are of moths or 
butterflies. The key indicators would be the legs. Lepidopteran 





Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


Grassland Earless Dragon surveys 


The Grassland Earless Dragon Tympanocryptis pinguicolla, a dragon 
lizard, is a Nationally Threatened Species of the Grassland Community. 
All records of this species in southern Victoria are from rocky native 
grasslands with sparse or absent tree cover. They shelter in invertebrate 
burrows or under surface rocks. DSE will be undertaking a number of 
surveys to determine the species' current distribution and status. 


Spider Tube surveys—January, February, March and April, these will 
run twice a week at 6 different sites (100 tubes at each site). These 
surveys are passive traps which imitate spider burrows that the dragons 
shelter in. This is the main survey that | will be needing help with. 


The dates for the Spider Tube surveys are Monday and Thursday of 
each week in February and March, except the second week of March 
when we will be surveying on Tuesday 10 and Friday 13 March. 
These are dependent on weather (days above 30 degrees | sometimes 


larvae have three pairs of true legs on the three thoracic 
segments and up to five pairs of prolegs (including a pair of 
claspers at the anal end) on the remaining ten segments. Beetle 
larvae do not have the stubby prolegs. Even blown up to 400% 
on a 19” screen | cannot be sure of the legs. (No fault of the 
photographer who was not concentrating on that aspect). 


Beetles may associate with ants; adults are common in ant nests 
and some even get their hosts to regurgitate food for them, but | 
do not know what role their larvae play. They appear to be only 
occasionally mentioned in the literature. A survey of 
myrmecophiles (guest insects) in ant nests in Big Bend National 
Park in Texas, found a syrphid fly Microdon baliopterus which 
lays its eggs on or near a host ant nest, and the larvae crawl 
down to the host larval chambers and feed on the ant larvae. W. 
H. Davey found larvae and pupae of a species of Microdon in an 
ant nest at Walhalla. 


In 1945 W. H. Davey wrote: 

In my search for Inquilines (those insects that habitually live with 
ants as guests or ‘lodgers’) | have examined many ant nests— 
probably hundreds. Inquilines embrace many Orders, some of 
which are Thysanura, Orthoptera, Hemiptera, Coleoptera 
(several families), Hymenoptera, Diptera, and Lepidoptera, and 
last, but not least in point of numbers, Acaridae, belonging to the 
class Arachnida. 

In many instances these guests appear to be very welcome, 
others seem to be just tolerated, while others again are hostile to 
the ants. Some beetles such as the Trichopterygidae (smallest 
beetles known) are often plentiful in nests in moist localities like 
the Dandenong Ranges and may be quite useful to the ants in 
controlling moulds, etc. Others such as Staphylinidae and 
Pselaphidae destroy acarids [mites] in the nest, and, in all 
probability, also remove these pests from the ants’ bodies. 
(Victorian Naturalist vol. 62, p. 105) 


So my answer is that | don’t know what the caterpillars are. A 
specimen for Dave King to examine might have produced a 
better result. W. H. Davey would certainly have collected one. 


References 
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Bend National Park, Texas. www.isu.edu/ias 
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62, no. 6, p.105 

Grieve, M. (2008) A Modern Herbal. Pennyroyal. 
www.botanical.com 

Lassark, E.V. & McCarthy, T. (1990) Australian Medicinal Plants, 
Mandarin Australia, Melbourne 

Walsh, N.G. & Entwistle, T.J. (eds) (1999) Flora of Victoria, vol. 
4. Inkata, Melbourne 

Waterhouse, C.A. & Lyell, G. (1913) 'Description of a new 
Lyceenid butterfly with notes upon its life history', Victorian 
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start at sunrise, extreme fire days the survey is cancelled). This survey 
involves checking 6 sites, each with 100 tubes. The 6 sites are spread 
around Lara, Little River and Avalon. We have been meeting in Lara at 
the car park opposite the supermarket on Waverley Rd, it is here that we 
hop into one vehicle. Our normal starts are at 9.30am, with two people 
doing the job the day normally finishes back at the Lara carpark at 
approx 4 pm. 


Volunteers are to wear the typical field work attire (long pants, long 
sleeve shirt, boots, hat and | have found that fly nets are always a good 
item to have on hand). Please also bring lunch, water (min. 2ltrs) and 
leather gloves. 


| will supply Sunscreen and an esky and all the field equipment. 


Anyone interested in helping with surveys can contact Donna McMaster, 
Threatened Species, Colac Department of Sustainability and 
Environment, Phone: 03 5233 5589 / 04 2780 7434 
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An Ant, Heteroponera sp., Ponerinae. 
...Dave King 


kingdf@optusnet.com.au 


Introduction Description 
During the Club excursion and survey at Koallah, 38° 17°S Itis a small black ant with the dorsal surface of the head 
143° 15°E on 16 November 2008, a specimen of the ant and thorax having distinctive rough punctate sculpturing. 
Heteroponera sp. was found The abdomen has a series of 
beneath a log. As stated in concentric shallow grooves 
the literature these ants are on the anterior dorsal surface 
rarely encountered and and a single distinctive 
apparently only in small constriction. The mandibles 
nests, normally having less are relatively compact with 
than 200 workers, (Shattuck teeth much reduced. The 
2001). They are known to clypeus is broadly rounded 
have both workers and between the antennal 
worker-like queens referred sockets and carries a series 
to as ergatoid (Gk. ergates, of vertical sculpturing. Eyes 
worker; eidos, form). Only are medium size set above 
two workers were found on the mid-line of the head. 
this occasion. | Scape of the antennae are 
__imm dark brown with lighter brown 
Determination of the exact | f funiculus. The leg femora are 
species was not possible as Heteroponera sp., P dark brown with the other 
no specific description is segments of leg a medium 
available, nor a type brown. Tibia of the hind legs 
specimen; it most probably is Heteroponera carry a spur at the distal end. Claws on each 
imbellis, (L. imbellis, unwarlike, peaceful). leg are simple, that is no tooth on the inner 
This ant is found throughout the eastern and margins. 
southern coastal fringe of Australia, and not 
known from Tasmania, (Anderson 1991). 
Altogether there are 12 species of 
Heteroponera distributed through Central and 
South America, with a single species in New 
Zealand and three in Australia (Shattuck 
2001). 





References 

Anderson, A.N. (1991) The Ants of Southern 
Australia, CSIRO, Melb. 

Shattuck, S.O. (2001) Australian Ants Online, 
CSIRO, Canberra 





Invertebrates found at Koallah, 16 November 2008 


...Dave King 
| nvertebrates listed are those collected during the References 
excursion and survey on 16 November, 2008, to Koallah CSIRO (1991) The Insects of Australia, Melbourne 
38° 20'S 143° 15'E. Refer to the Geelong Naturalist, University Press, Melb. 
December 2008, for further details. Shattuck, S.O. (1999) Australian Ants, CSIRO Melbourne 
Shields, J. M. (2001) Spiders of Bendigo, Bendigo F.N.C. 
Bendigo 


Family Genus Species Common Name 
Lycosidae Lycosa godeffroyi Wolf Spider 
Cleridae Scrobiger ? Beetle 
Dolichopodidae Heteropsilopus ? Longleg Fly 
Syrphidae Sinosyrpluis grandicercus Hover Fly 
Ponerinae Hetroponera ? Ant 
Noctuidae Heliothis ? Moth 
Acrididae Austroicetes vulgaris Locust 
Phthiraptera Tricodectidae Bovicola bovis Cattle Louse 


Invitation 


Australian Natural History Medallion Presentation 


Ern Perkins, Castlemaine FNC 
8.00 pm, Wednesday 11 March, FNCV Hall, 1 Gardenia St, Blackburn 
Ern was nominated for his work in recording and research of native flora and fauna. Congratulations Ern. 





Geelong Naturalist February 2009 3 


Rambling on 


Rediscovering Toolern Vale Sanctuary 
...Marilyn Hewish 


oolern Vale Bird Sanctuary has been part of my life for the be warm however, with Vern Davey sometimes appearing with 

last five years, but | had never visited the site until honey from his own hives. 
September last year. 

Margaret Wood told us that bird-watchers seemed to lose 

In the 1930s, Vern Davey, encouraged by fellow bird-watcher interest in the sanctuary in the 1960s. Perhaps travel became 
A.G. Campbell, dedicated his property Melliodora Park at Toolern easier and Melbourne-based birders began to explore more 
Vale as a private bird sanctuary. Far enough from Melbourne to widely. The growing interest in waders in the 1950s and 1960s 
promise a different birding experience and close enough to be may have attracted people to wetlands and away from the bush. 
accessible in a day by car or train, the sanctuary proved to be The cabin is in poor condition from lack of use. A painting of a 
enormously popular with bird-watchers, naturalists and nature 
photographers over more than 30 years. The list of visitors reads 
like a roll call of eminent Australian birders. The sanctuary was 
often a hive of activity with people visiting or staying in a small 
Naturalists’ Cabin built by Vern Davey, and hundreds of school- 
children descended on the sanctuary for Gould League Bird 
Days. 


| knew of the sanctuary through its connection with Long Forest, 
which was the subject of a book | wrote in 2003-06. The two 
places are only four kilometres apart and were visited by the 
same people, often on the same day. | included a short history of 
the sanctuary in my book, collating information from the literature 
and people who had visited in its heyday. Murray Portbury, 
Murray Bourchier and Fred Smith pointed out the sanctuary’s 
location. The woodland has been preserved, but although | lived 
for years with the sanctuary in my consciousness, | never set foot 
on it. 





In September 2008, Dean and | were invited by Frances 
Overmaas to attend a nature walk at Caroline Springs and meet 
Bryan Campbell, the grandson of A.G. Campbell. Frances knew 
the current owners of the Toolern Vale property and proposed a 
visit after the walk. Thus a chance to realise a long-held ambition 
fell unexpectedly into my lap. 





4 a 4 n 


Open Grey Box woodland in the southern section. 
Photo: Marilyn Hewish 


In the afternoon of 14 September, our party drove into Norwood, 
as the property is now called. We were met by the owner, 
Margaret Wood, but | had eyes only for the Naturalists’ Cabin. | 
was transported back in time—it was just like the photo in the 
1934 issue of the journal Emu, but without the bird-watchers 
relaxing on the verandah. It would have been a spartan place to 
stay then: a wooden and fibro shed with a galvanised iron lean-to 
and an iron fireplace set into the rear wall. The welcome used to 





Bryan Campbell and Margaret Wood in front of the famous Toolern 
Vale Naturalists’ Cabin, Sept. 2008. Photo: Marilyn Hewish A massive Yellow Gum. Photo: Marilyn Hewish 
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Grey Shrike-thrush over the door is still visible, although peeling 
at the edges. 


Over afternoon tea, Bryan Campbell showed us photos of the 
Toolern Vale property taken by his grandfather. As we talked, 
birds continually came to a pool outside the window, and 
Margaret Wood showed us her bird list accumulated over 40 
years on the property. But Dean and | were itching to get into the 
bush, despite low clouds, a cold wind and the rather late hour. 


The property straddles the transition between the Werribee 
Plains stretching away to the south and the foothills of the Great 
Dividing Range. On the flatter area beside the Toolern Vale- 
Coimadai Road there are Grey Box, Yellow Box and Yellow 
Gums, grading to Ironbark, Red Box and stringybark eucalypts 
on the slopes. Some of the Yellow Gums are massive. There is a 
scattering of Cherry Ballart, Golden Wattle, Varnish Wattle and 
Drooping Cassinia but the woodland is mostly open with a 
ground cover of leaf litter and moss. We compiled a list of 33 bird 
species, including small birds typical of the local dry woodlands: 
Speckled Warblers, Varied Sittellas, Buff-rumped Thornbills, 
Scarlet Robins, Weebills and Brown-headed Honeyeaters. 


We went again on 2 November, a hot and humid day, and added 
eight more species to the bird list, including an Australian Owlet- 
nightjar calling in the day, Striated Thornbills mating, and a very 
stroppy adult Brown Goshawk with an immature. We found two 
Speckled Warblers together and a single bird in another area. 
Butterflies were also prominent, with several Caper Whites, 
Spotted Jezebels and Australian Painted Ladies. Moths flew up 
at our feet but few settled long enough for a photograph. We 


identified a moth from the family Geometridae, Taxeotis intextata 
(pale brown, chestnut wavy lines and black dots along the wing 
edges). 


On 8 January 2009, we added three more bird species: a very 
young White-plumed Honeyeater (yellow bill and gape, orange 
mouth), a perched and cooperative Shining Bronze-Cuckoo and 
a lone Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo. Common Brown butterflies 
were everywhere, mainly males with a few females. Some black 
moths fluttering high up at the first Box Mistletoe flowers were 
probably Mistletoe Moths Comocrus behri but we couldn’t be 
certain. 


On our walks, | thought of the figures on the honour roll of 
Australian ornithology who had walked there before us. They had 
been just names to me, somehow remote, but suddenly they 
seemed real: A.G. Campbell, Alec Chisholm, Charles Bryant, 
H.A. Purnell (of the Geelong Naturalists Club), Raymond 
Littlejohns, Dudley Dickison, Roy Cooper, Roy Wheeler and Len 
Harvey. Were my feet treading on a patch of ground where one 
of these legends had walked? Did they see the same species of 
birds | was seeing? Did they find the same pleasure in the 
experience? I'll bet they did. 


We are grateful to Frances Overmaas for arranging the visit, 
Margaret and Roger Wood for their hospitality and Bryan 
Campbell for showing us his family’s photos. 

The party at Norwood included Frances, Bryan Campbell and his 
daughter Emma, Linda Bradburn (Education Officer, Melton 
Shire Council), and local bird-watchers, Dave Torr, Daryl Akers 
and Peter Gibbons. 


The mouse that wasn't 


O ur son Cameron became intrigued by this grey mouse which 
was running backwards and forwards under a rose arch. He 
kept working, but every time he looked out, the mouse was still at 
it. This had to be checked out! 


To his surprise he found that the mouse was a bird, a female 
Superb Fairy-wren, doing a wonderful impersonation of a 
mouse—head low to the ground, tail flattened, and, of course, 
the right colour. 


Notice of Motion 
The Committee has reviewed the budget for the next financial 
year and is recommending a small increase in subscription fees 
to defray cost increases that have occurred since the last time 
fees were increased in 2001/02. 


Notice is hereby given of a motion to be put to the membership 
at the March general meeting: 


“The committee recommends that the subscription fees and 
Geelong Bird Report prices for 2009/2010 be as follows: 

Ordinary member $35 
Supporting member $45 
Joint/family member $45 
Junior member (under 19) $10 
Subscriber to Geelong Naturalist only $30 
Corporate member $40 
International subscriber $50 


Geelong Bird Report $10, $15 if posted in Australia and $25 if 
posted overseas. 


The Committee further recommends that a new fee category be 
created: 


Full-time tertiary student member (under 25) $25 





..Joe Hubbard 


As he approached the wren it scuttled off, still mouse-like, and he 
followed it to the neighbour's fence. Back at the arch Cameron 
found its nest along with a White-browed Babbler which could 
have triggered this behaviour. 


A bit of reading indicated that this wren was doing what every 
‘caring’ wren would do in this situation—a rodent run, a device to 
distract would-be nest raiders. 


GFNC campout, 15-18 January 2010 


At the campout in January 2010 will be exploring Mt Buffalo but 
we plan to stay at Porepunkah. [Note that it will held a week 
before the long weekend because of heavy demands on 
accommodation. | 


The organisers, Kathie and Peter Strickland, have suggested 
that anyone planning to go should book now, and that the first of 
these is the preferred option. 


1. Porepunkah Pines Caravan Park (Top Ten) 
www.porepunkahresort.com.au 
Cabins (2-4 people) $95-$140 per night 
Cottage (8 persons) $170, (5 persons) $160 
Sites: Power $38 (no unpowered). Ensuite sites $50 
Deposit required. 


Porepunkah Mill Caravan Park ( Big Four) 
www.porepunkahmill.com.au 

Cabins $90-$112 plus $12 extra person 

Sites: Power $37, ensuite $48, unpowered $30 
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Mammal report 


... revor Pescott 


Mammal Atlas additions...Koalas, Common Brushtail Possums, Sugar Gliders, kangaroos, 
Water Rats, Fallow Deer and more. 


There are now 3134 entries on the Mammal Atlas (to the end of 2008), with many received in December including some sightings 
made a few months ago. Many of these are extremely interesting, so this report will include more than the usual 12 observations. 


Koala 

Koala 

Koala 

Koala 

Koala 

Koala 

Common Brushtail Possum 
Common Brushtail Possum 
Yellow-bellied Glider 
Sugar Glider 

Common Ringtail Possum 
Common Ringtail Possum 
Eastern Grey Kangaroo 
Eastern Grey Kangaroo 
Eastern Grey Kangaroo 
Water Rat 

Water Rat 

Fallow Deer 

Fallow Deer 


06/09/08 
02/10/08 
11/11/08 
16/11/08 
12/12/08 
31/12/08 
24/08/08 
01/12/08 
23/12/08 
01/12/08 
09/09/08 
07/12/08 
22/11/08 
02/12/08 
08/12/08 
04/12/08 
15/12/08 
20/09/08 
15/10/08 


|— $4 ON WOW — =] =H PA AS Ss 


c3 
2 


Whinray Road, Meredith 
Whinray Road, Meredith 
Serendip Sanctuary 

Koallah, south of Pomborneit 


Princes Freeway between Broderick Rd. and Lara 


You Yangs 
Whinray Road, Meredith 
You Yangs 
Cape Otway Eco-Centre 
You Yangs 
Whinray Road, Meredith 


Belmont approach to Barwon Bridge 


Avalon Saltworks 
Foreshore Road, Corio 


Cape Otway Road-Wurdale Road, Wurdi Boluc 


Reedy Lake inlet channel 
Portarlington boat harbour 
Hospital Swamp 
Durdidwarrah Reservoir 


WCo 
WCo 
EWt 
per MHe 
ASh 
EWt 
CCo 
EWt 
EWt 
EWt 
WCo 
TP 
MHe 
ASh 
PP 
TFI 
GWa 
JN 


Observers: ASh, Alex Shackleton; CCo, Colin Cook; EWt, Echidna Walkabout guides per Janine Duffy; GWa, Gillian Walker; JHe, 


Jo Heatlie; JN, John Newman; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; PP, Priscilla Pescott; TP, Trevor Pescott; TFI, Tom Fletcher; WCo, Wendy 


Cook 


K eas are arguably the noisiest of all Australia's native 
mammals, and the reports from Meredith and Serendip are 
of (presumably) males grunting or roaring. The ones at Koallah 
were noted during the Club's biodiversity day making more 
unusual very loud wailing calls. Alex Shackleton found a road- 
killed specimen on the Princes Freeway, well away from its usual 
habitat. The fur of Koalas is often sought by nesting birds, 


particularly honeyeaters. The male known as ‘Merle’ by the Koala 


Research Group had two Black-chinned Honeyeaters taking 
huge amounts of fur from his back, but he seemed unperturbed 
by their actions. 


Common Brush-tailed Possums seem to be one of the most 
‘urbanised' of the indigenous species. They are well adapted to 
living alongside people where gardens provide excellent feeding 
opportunities. The one reported by Colin Cook took that to the 
extreme by getting caught in a cage trap set for a Feral Cat, 
baited with 'Snappy Tom’ cat food! Janine Duffy's observation, 
made at the You Yangs, included the comment—'time: about 
20.55. | heard creaking sounds from big Blue Gum, then a large 
possum face appeared out of hollow, followed by a smaller face, 
and another even smaller. 1 large adult, 1 mid sized and 1 baby 
all emerged from hollow over about 10 minutes.’ 


Sugar Gliders often live in small family groups in the one hollow. 
Again Janine Duffy of the Koala Research Group Wrote—'time: 
21.05. First one then several gliders all gliding to one tree, then 
dispersing in all directions.’ Eastern Grey Kangaroos seem to be 
turning up in strange places; perhaps the extremely dry 
conditions are causing them to disperse more widely than in the 
past. Those at Serendip are descended from a small group 

that arrived from the You Yangs in the 1969 drought. But Avalon 
Saltworks where Marilyn Hewish found fresh footprints in the 
muddy edges to the channels seems unlikely habitat. The Corio 
foreshore animal had been hit and killed by a passing vehicle, 
but the locality is not too far from Avalon. The one at Wurdi Boluc 
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was unseen until it bounded into the side of the moving car, 
another kangaroo road fatality. 


The Reedy Lake Water Rat was watched by several bird- 
observers waiting (unsuccessfully) for Australasian Bitterns to 
call during our evening search. At Portarlington, the long-tailed 
rats are often seen swimming in the boat harbour, according to 
local resident Gillian Walker. 


We now have 15 records of deer, either those positively identified 
as Fallow or probably this species. Eight of the sightings are from 
the Brisbane Ranges while three are from Hospital Swamp and 
another three from Reedy Lake. There is one from Wallington, 
but that may have been an escapee from a local farm. John 
Newman reports that a property owner from near the lower 
Barwon admits to releasing two Fallow Deer at Hospital Swamp. 
Whether the current population of at least 3-4, and possibly 
more, moves across the river to spend some time at Reedy Lake 
as well at Hospital Swamp, or whether there are two separate 
populations, is unclear. Those in the Brisbane Ranges also 
remain in small numbers. There are four distinct colour forms 

of Fallow Deer—the 'menil' which is fawn with white spots; 
reddish-brown with white spots; black without markings; and 
whitish. The intensity of the white spotting also varies throughout 
the year. 


Community Day at Mount Cole 
Sunday 1 March 2009, from 11 am 


Bendigo District Environmental Council and Ballarat Environmental 
Network invites you to enjoy bird watching, a bush walk and listen to 
guest speakers and music, and discussion regarding the establishment 
of a Mount Cole Forest Friends Group. 


The event will be held at Richards Campground on The Gut Road off 
the Elmhurst Beaufort Rd. Follow the signs from Raglan or Elmhurst. In 
case of declaration of extreme fire danger please contact lan Magee 
5447 8375 Gayle Osborne gayle.osborne@bigpond.com 





Mammal Trapping—Hutchinson's block, Swan Bay Road 
3—6 December 2008 


GPS 38° 13.109'S, 144° 33.280'E. Alt 73m. DSE Permit No. 10003784. 


he trapping was undertaken to complement the bird and 
plant survey undertaken on 27 September 2008. (See 
Geelong Naturalist Vol 44 No. 7, Nov. 2008.) 


The area is a remnant Coast Manna Gum woodland with 
scattered Black She-Oak, Silver Banksia, Cherry Ballart and 
Hedge Wattle, as well as some other shrubs, present. There is a 
dense ground cover of Thatch Saw-sedge, Black-anther Flax-lily, 
with some bracken and grasstrees. 


We set 24 small Elliott traps on the ground in random transects 
and five large Elliott traps attached to timber brackets fixed at 
about 1.5 m above the ground on the trunks of Coast Manna 
Gums. 


Bait: standard peanut butter, honey and oatmeal. 

Weather: mainly fine and warm; some light rain 
overnight 4—5/12/08. 

Results: Black Rat Rattus rattus: one caught on 


4/12/08. 
Blotched Bluetongue Lizard Tiliqua nigroluta: 
one caught on 6/12/08. 
Comments: the result was not unexpected. All of our previous 
trapping on the Bellarine Peninsula has failed to find any small 


... [revor Pescott 


terrestrial native mammals, and it seems likely that those that 
existed in earlier times are now extinct. 


Other observations: the following fauna was seen: 

Koala: one seen on 3/12/08. According to land-owners 
Brenda and Peter Smith, Koalas are occasionally heard 
and seen on the property. 

European Rabbit: scats and scratchings noted. 

Garden Skink: common. 

Blotched Bluetongue Lizard: apart from the small individual 
caught, others are occasionally seen (B&P Smith.) 

Spotted Marsh Frog: one found on 19/11/08 (photo P.Smith). 

Common Brown Butterfly: many males seen. 


According to neighbour Ray Roberts, 'last month' after heavy rain 
had filled a small waterhole, both Common Froglets and 
Pobblebonk Frogs were heard calling. He also occasionally sees 
Tree Dragons. 


Thanks to Gordon TAFE for the loan of the large Elliott traps, to 
Brenda and Peter Smith for allowing us access to their property, 
and to Ray Roberts for his comments on the local fauna. To Josh 
and Beccy Smith, and Bill Honey, thanks for their help in setting 
and checking the traps. 


PixController Remote Cameras 


wo of the three 

PixController remote 
cameras that we imported 
from America have had their 
first outings with mixed and 
so far unspectacular results. 
| spent a morning with Dr 
Jenny Nelson at Arthur 
Rylah Institute of DSE to 
learn their operations, then 
set one camera at Yaugher 
over Christmas. 


The result was first a tabby, 
then a black Feral Cat that | 
was unaware of near our 
house. No wonder our dog 
Waggs gets so upset during 
the night...and no wonder 
our Rufous Bristlebirds have 
gone! 





E 


One of the Black Wallabies on 

Tanns' Weeaproinah block. 

Photo: Pixcontoller Remote Camera 
Next | moved a camera to 
Alex Shackleton's block 

between Gerangamete and Yeodene. She had reported seeing a 

Spot-tailed Quoll there a couple of months ago. This time we 

‘caught’ wallabies but nothing else. 


Now two cameras are set on Tanns' property at Weeaproinah in 
the Otways, and latest count are Black Wallabies (about 50 
photos so far) and some Bush Rats. | will collect them early this 
month. 


Baits used so far include the standard peanut butter, honey and 
oatmeal mix along with cooked chicken, pilchards, sardines and 


.. Trevor Pescott 


macadamia nut oil (in lieu of pistaschio nut oil). 

Later this month, I will meet with the Great Otway National Park 
rangers to decide where in the park to install them over late 
February-March. 


Anyone interested in seeing the cameras in operation, or to help 
set them up and monitor the results, can contact me on 
ppescott@optusnet.com.au or phone 5243 4368. 





A moth that attended the January bird group meeting, 
Persectania ewingii, Noctuidae family. See p. 13 
Photo: Lorraine Phelan 
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Butterfly report December 2008—January 2009 


t the beginning of December the Common Browns 
started to appear regularly, just as they did the 
previous year. With wings folded, the females are very 

cryptic; they just look like a dry leaf. 


Dean Hewish’s photos of the Varied Dusky-blue 
Candalides hyacintha at Eumeralla Reserve are a fitting 
reward for his patience, since the butterflies did not keep 
still for long. One was feeding on a eucalypt flower whilst 
perched on Downy Dodder-laurel, Cassytha pubescens. 
The Varied Dusky-blue is one of the erinus group of 
Candalides butterflies, which have adapted to dry open 


... Valda Dedman 


woodlands and whose larvae feed exclusively on 
Cassytha species. They all have two or three brown or 
black spots or blotches on the underside of the forewing, 
which you can see clearly in Dean’s photo. The similar 
Blotched Dusky-blue C. acasta has also been recorded for 
the Geelong district, as has the Rayed Blue C. heathi, a 
much plainer butterfly, whose larvae feed on mint bushes, 
such as Prostanthera nivea at the You Yangs, where they 
have been recorded in the past. [Photos p. 9] 


Observers: JH, Joe Hubbard, JN, John Newman; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; 
TP, Trevor Pescott, VWD, Valda Dedman 


Yellow-banded Dart 20/12/08 1 around Kangaroo Grass at 5.10 pm, warm and sunny 
Spotted Jezebel 15/1/09 | Long Forest, Long Point 5 at first flowers of Box Mistletoe 
Spotted Jezebel 26/1/09 | Wensleydale Afew o 


Caper White 


30/11/08 | Werribee Sewage Farm 1 flew along track at Little River mouth; 1 fed at flowers of — 
low succulent at Conservation Ponds 


Cabbage White 30/11/08 | Werribee Sewage Farm 100s or 1000s 
Yaugher oS G O 


Varied Sword- -grass Brown |28/12/08 |Yaugher 


Mersed Xena [26701109 Baom 59 rir 


Australian Painted Lady 23/12/08 | Werribee Plains, Live Bomb Range fed at flower of large thistle; open plains 
Rd 


Australian Painted Lady 24/12/08 | Geelong Botanic Gardens 


Australian Painted Lady 27/12/08 | Eumeralla Reserve, Hurst Rd 1 at eucalypt flower; —eEEE—— trees, coastal heath 
|1 in mallee woodland oo 


Australian Painted Lady 15/1/09 | Long Forest, Long Point Track 1 in mallee woodland 
Yaugher O 


Yellow Admiral 29/11/08 | Yaugher 


1 at 3.00 pm on warm, windy day with some sun 


Yellow Admiral 27/1/09 1 in suburban garden at 1.00 pm 
2/12/08 | North Valley Rd, Highton 2 in garden 1200 edst. Rested on grass a j 
4/12/08 | Brisbane Ranges, Lease Rd 2 males in woodland 


Common Brown 5/12/08 | North Valley Rd, Highton 0900 edst 1 female, 1400 edst 1 male, 1700 edst 1 male. 
Sunny, becoming warm 


VWD 


6/12/08 | North Valley Rd, Highton 1 male 1300 edst 


Common Brown 7/12/08 | North Valley Rd, Highton 


Males & females flying all day, starting 0830 edst. VWD 
Sometimes rising up from the grass 


8/12/08 | North Valley Rd, Highton Common all day. Warm, sunny 


North Valley Rd, Highton Males & females flying all day, sometimes together. Sunny 
11/12/08 


[Common Brown =| 24/12/08 |GeelongBotanicGardens_ | CH 


Common Brown 1/1/09 North Valley Rd, Highton 2 in garden. | female landed on windowsill, rested wings 
closed. 1400 edst, sun after cold morning. Cloudy, windy, 
some rain 


Nate suasete = asks = <== a 


26/1/09 __| Wensleydale Many 


Chequered Copper 24/12/08 Flew out of a grass patch on the nature strip JA ë Oe] 
Varied Dusky-blue 27/12/08 | Eumeralla Reserve, Hurst Rd 4 at eucalypt flowers; stunted trees in coastal heath 
Varied Dusky-blue 15/1/09 | Long Forest, Long Point Track 2 in mallee woodland =  — (| «SOY 


Saltbush Blue 


30/11/08 | Werribee Sewage Farm, Little River | 1 in Coast Saltbush and Sclerostegia 
mouth 


[Long-tailed Pea-blue [28/1/09 __| Highton + in Suburban garden at4.30pm_ IN | 
a TL? 


Common Grass-blue 15/1/09 
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Meadow Argus on Pelargonium benambra, Geelong Botanic Gardens 
Photo: Joe Hubbard 





Common Grass-blue, Jerringot 


Photo: Joe Hubbard 





A Varied Dusky-blue, Hurst Rd, Eumeralla Reserve 
Photo: Dean Hewish 


Help the Alps weekend! 
The VNPA's annual Labour Day Alps Rehabilitation Weekend, Friday 
evening on March 6 to midday on Monday March 9, based at Falls Creek. 
We will be working to restore cattle-damaged areas, and removing willow 
seedlings from peat beds on the Bogong High Plains. Travel to Falls Creek 
on the free bus which will depart from 60 Leicester St, Carlton on Friday 
evening and return on the Monday evening. The bus, accommodation at 
Viking Lodge, breakfasts and a Saturday evening barbecue are all 
provided by Parks Victoria. All you need is some food for lunches, one 
evening meal. and your energy! On Sunday night we expect to have a 
special guest speaker. There are still some places available. For more 
information or to book in, please contact Amy on the details below for a 
registration form and indicate if you would like a seat on the free bus! 
Registrations close Friday Feb 20 or when maximum group size is 
reached. Amy Dyer email: vnpa@vnpa.org.au 





Mid-week Bird Group excursion report 
Balyang Sanctuary, 15 January 2009 


Je members and one visitor enjoyed a morning 
viewing the prolific bird life of the 'new' sanctuary, 
under the guidance of Bryant Attwood who makes this 
area one of his regularly monitored sites along the Barwon 
River. 


Bryant was able to point out things we could very well 
have missed such as the breeding Cattle Egrets (as far as 
we know the only breeding site in Victoria), the two 
Australasian Grebe nests (one with two chicks revealing 
themselves from time to time), where to look for the brief 
appearances of a Buff-banded Rail, Black-tailed Native 
Hen and Latham's Snipe. 


After a circuit of the ponds we moved over to the river- 
bank and the nesting Darters, with one very new nest 
supporting a well-camouflaged female bird and two well- 
grown young darters vying for attention when a parent bird 
flew in with food. And | haven't mentioned the Little Pied 
and Little Black Cormorants nesting, the pair of Chestnut 
Teal with ten ducklings, the Reed Warblers and Little 
Grassbirds fossicking in the reeds... Thank you Bryant for 
a wonderful morning's bird-watching. 


...Polly Cutcliffe 


Bird list 
Australian Wood Duck Black-fronted Dotterel 
Grey Teal Masked Lapwing 
Chestnut Teal Latham's Snipe 
Northern Mallard Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Pacific Black Duck Rainbow Lorikeet 
Hardhead Red-rumped Parrot 
Australasian Grebe Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 
Rock Dove Superb Fairy-wren 
Spotted Dove White-plumed Honeyeater 
Australasian Darter Red Wattlebird 
Little Pied Cormorant New Holland Honeyeater 
Little Black Cormorant Grey Butcherbird 
Australian Pelican Australian Magpie 
Cattle Egret Willie Wagtail 
White-faced Heron Magpie-lark 
Nankeen Night Heron Australian Reed-Warbler 
Purple Swamphen Little Grassbird 
Buff-banded Rail Welcome Swallow 
Black-tailed Native-hen Common Starling 
Dusky Moorhen Common Myna 
Eurasian Coot House Sparrow 

42 species 
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Birds and Flies 


he traffic along the Barwon Downs to Apollo Bay Road 

was quite heavy as tourists travelled to the coast in 
the days prior to New Years eve. As | drove around a bend 
not far from Barwon Downs, a small honeyeater burst from 
the scrub and clipped the top of my windscreen. A quick 
glance in my rear view mirror showed the bird lying on the 
road. It took several minutes to find a safe place to turn 
around and return to the spot. The bird was a lovely White- 
eared Honeyeater. | picked it up in the hope that it may 
have only been stunned and examined it inside my 
vehicle. Unfortunately, it was dead. 


...Barry Lingham 


My passenger noted two flies that suddenly appeared from 
under the wings of the bird as | was examining it. He has 
spent a lot of time studying invertebrates in the USA, and 
he was able to identify the flies as being from the 
Hippoboscidiae or louse-fly group. Louse-flies are blood- 
feeding parasites that feed on many species, including 
mammals and birds. Some species of louse-fly specialise 
in avian hosts. The flies we noted had very flattened 
bodies and long wings which would help them to squeeze 
in between the feathers of a bird. | was going to try and 
catch a fly for further study, but they escaped. 


What’s up? 


...Dean Hewish 


C elestial events for 2009 kick off with a new comet. The higher and be more easily visible above Melbourne’s sky- 


astronomer Lin Chi-Shen of the Lulin observatory in 
Nantou, Taiwan, discovered comet Lulin in 2007. The 
discovery was a triumph of international cooperation. It 
was co-discovered by the Chinese astronomer Quanzhi 
Ye, who captured photographs showing the comet as a 
very faint spot and shared the information with his 
Taiwanese collaborators. 


During January, the comet swings around the sun and will 
pass closest to Earth on 27 February, when it will be about 
60 million kilometres away. At that time it should be faintly 
visible to the naked eye, and easily visible with binoculars. 
However, the appearance of comets is notoriously 
unpredictable. With luck, it could be brighter than is 
currently expected. 


The best time to see the comet will be from 23 February 
onwards. On that date, the comet will be in the eastern sky 
after sunset and to the right of Saturn, which is easily 
identifiable as a moderately bright, cream-coloured ‘star’ 
low down. As the night progresses, the comet will rise 


glow. On 24 Feb., the comet will be slightly closer to 
Saturn in the sky and almost directly above it. The comet 
will move diagonally toward the north, placing it further 
from the horizon and to the left of Saturn on 25 Feb. The 
two objects will fit within the same visual field of a typical 
pair of 8X binoculars during this period. Place Saturn in 
the left side of the field on 23 Feb. or in the bottom of the 
field on 24 Feb. Look for a fuzzy patch with a brighter 
centre, close to the centre of the field. If a tail is visible it 
will be more easily seen away from city lights. On the 
nights of 27 and 28 Feb., the comet will pass close to blue- 
white Regulus, the brightest star in the constellation Leo. 
During March, the comet will continue moving northward 
and will probably fade rapidly. 


Comet Lulin's orbit has been calculated to be hyperbolic, 
which means it was probably never part of our solar 
system and will most likely disappear forever after it goes 
around the sun. Therefore, late February will give us our 
only chance to see this visitor, literally from outer space. 


Snippets from the journals 


Field Nats News 183 has two very good reports of a recent VFNC is organising a geology weekend field trip to look at 


VFNC excursion to Corio Bay, Curlewis and Clifton 
Springs as well as a report of an excursion to White 
Elephant. 


the coastal landforms of the Otway Coast, to be led by Dr 
Eric Bird, on 21—22 March. Participants must register with 
Rob Hamsom on 9557 5215 or 
robhamsom1949@hotmail.com 


Additions to the GFNC library 


would appreciate any suggestions of books you think 
would be useful additions to our library. Donations of 
new or used books would be most welcome. 


Corangamite CMA Annual Report 2007/08 [333.910099457 CMA] 
Geelong Bird Report 2007, Marilyn Hewish (ed.), 2008 [598.29452 GEE] 
Invisible Connections, Jan van de Kam, 2008 (RAOU) [598.33 VAN] 
Moths of Australia: Part 1 Silk Moths and Allies: Bombycoidea, Peter 


Marriott, 2008 # [595.78 MAR] 
Owls frogmouths and nightjars of Australia, David Hollands, 2008 # 
[598.97 HOL] 
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..Lorraine Phelan 


Abbreviations used: # = GFNC purchase, (...) = Donor's 
name if Known 


Spectacular snakes of Australia, Michael Cermak, 2008 # 
[597.960994 CER] 

The Cloud Book: how to understand the skies, Richard Hamblyn, 2008 # 
[551.576 HAM] 

The seventy great mysteries of the natural world: unlocking the secrets of 
our planet, Michael J Benton, 2008 # [508 BEN] 





Excursion to Barwon River, Second Break and Reedy Lake 
Saturday, 17 January 2009 


revor Pescott, our leader, had a key to the Management 

Vehicles Only gate in Calder St, Moolap, and led our little 
stream of cars along the track largely lined with reeds around two 
metres high. It was a beautiful blue-sky day with a cool, gentle 
breeze, and when we stopped at a gap in the reeds to find we 
were right by the Barwon River we had a delightful view across 
layers of shades of green across the wide expanse reaching to 
the low hills. There was a white-flowered convolvulus Calystegia 
sepium scrambling among the reeds by the path, but not much in 
the way of birds. 


Trevor took us to the intake regulator, showing us the concrete 
panels that permit water to enter Reedy Lake from the river. In 
the 1970s Reedy Lake was deteriorating badly, being full of 
European Carp, introduced in the 1960s. In the 20s, 30s and 40s 
it had flooded regularly and hunting was good for the Field and 
Game Association. The levee was built in 1958. In the 1990s the 
lake dried out and 30 000 tonnes of carp died. A plan was 
developed to manage the water level on an annual basis so that 
it was Shallow or dry by late autumn after the hunting season and 
to drain the lake at no more than seven year intervals. This would 
prevent the future explosion of carp numbers, while encouraging 
native fish and eels. 





Dave King attempting to net the damselfly, Jan Venters observes. 
Photo: Lorraine Phelan 





Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


Damselfly Austrolestes sp. 


...Lynne Clarke 


On the way to the Lower Breakwater, where one side is saline, 
and the other, fresh(ish), we passed through an area of 
struggling red gums which had been planted years ago by the 
Field and Game Association. There was a large nest in one of 
them, where a sea eagle has been seen in the past. There was 
no activity when we were there. At the Lower Break there were 
lots of tiny fish and an iridescent blue damsel-fly. 

Our tour of the water management regime was completed seeing 
the Outlet Regulator. In all these things Trevor emphasised the 
work and monetary commitment of the Field and Game 
Association. We walked towards the Big Hole, watching a 
Whistling Kite soaring and swooping across the sky, and as we 
approached, a pelican burst up from the reed bank in front of us, 
its deep wing beats audible as it swerved away. We were walking 
over beaded glasswort and other tiny swamp vegetation, with 
azolla fern strewn across the water channel. The point we came 
to is obviously a popular spot with the birds, being very worn and 
scattered with droppings. There were many swans feeding in the 
Big Hole, and Chestnut Teal, but many others scattered at our 
approach. Trevor suggested that a bird hide nearby would be an 
excellent move, with access from Fitzgerald Road, Leopold. 
Frankenia pauciflora Southern Sea Heath and Mimulus repens 
Creeping Monkey-flower were flowering and Helen found 





X 


Brown Beetle Ecnologria grandis 





Photo: Dave King 
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stopped at the River Red Gums, the only shade, for our cuppa, 
and were suddenly surrounded with birds, a great end to the day. 


Notes on Invertebrates ...Dave King 
he excursion to Reedy Lake on 17th January resulted in 
observing a number of interesting invertebrates, two of which 

proved difficult to identify to species level—namely a damselfly 

and a spider. The damselfly is without doubt a member of the 
family Lestidae and genus Austrolestes. Goodman (2002) states 
only one genus, Austrolestes, is known from south-eastern 

Australia, normally in slow flowing water. At least five names 

have been put forward as to its identity, those favoured by this 

author as possibilities are Austrolestes io and A. psyche. The 
spider is definitely a Pisaurid, never before seen by the author 
with literature and internet search failing to provide anything 
further. Observed on the Azolla Water Fern was a small dark 
coloured beetle which, when closely examined, was found to be 

a species of Notriolis Elmidae. Also on the fern was the above 

mentioned Pisaurid spider. 


Examination of some terrestrial foliage in a coppice revealed a 
number of specimens. On a sapling eucalypt were a 
considerable number of the Brown Beetle Ecnologria grandis 
Lagniinae, which were also present on the seed heads of the 
abundant grass Phalaris aquatica. 

A lerp found on the eucalypt leaves was a Cardiaspina sp. 
Spondyliaspidinae. The nymph produces an intricate waxy 
basket-like shelter beneath which it feeds upon the fluids in the 
cells within the leaf by its stylet into the leaf. 


In common with the subject environment three species were 
much in evidence, the Cabbage White Butterfly Pieris rapae 
rapae Pieridae, the Mosquitoe Aedes vigilax Culcidae, and the 
Bush Fly Musca vetustissima Diptera. 


References 
Gooderham, J. (2002) The Water Bug Book, CSIRO, Melb. 





Lerp shelter 


Photo: Dave King 


Bird list 


Musk Duck 

Black Swan 
Australian Shelduck 
Spotted Dove* 
Great Cormorant 
Australian Pelican 
Australian White Ibis 
Royal Spoonbill 
Swamp Harrier 
Eurasian Coot 
Whiskered Tern 


...Gordon McCarthy 


Red-rumped Parrot 
Blue-winged Parrot 
Superb Fairy-wren 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
White-fronted Chat 

Willie Wagtail 


Welcome Swallow 
House Sparrow* 
European Goldfinch* 
Common Greenfinch* 

21 species 





Plant Group 


O ur December excursion and picnic tea at Torquay was a 
very pleasant finale for our 2008 program. 


Prior to sharing 'festive' food we explored the Torquay Nature 
Reserve which protects flora and fauna of the Spring Creek 
estuarine flood plain and the creek itself. Like many streams at 
present a flood would be beneficial; however there is a 
reasonable amount of water in the lagoons on the west side and 
the vegetation on both sides did not appear stressed. Our 
meandering stroll on the eastern flat revealed a substantial stand 
of small plants and shrubs dominated by young and old contorted 
Moonah Melaleuca lanceolata along the bank and dispersed 
Bellarine Yellow Gum Eucalyptus leucoxylon subsp. bellarinensis 
on the mown flat; no doubt shrubs and understorey plants 
existed on the flat before constant mowing commenced. 
Unfortunately the residential edge of the Nature Reserve suffers 
some of the abuse (refuse, weeds) which often occurs in 
comparable situations. Hopefully the Surf Coast Shire will attend 
to these intrusions. The western flat has similar and some 
additional vegetation and is also advantaged by small lagoons 
which provide frog and waterbird habitat and has not been 
mown; we did not have time to explore. 


The Torquay Nature Reserve is of scientific significance. Its 
Coastal Moonah Woodland is an Endangered Community under 
the Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act; on-going 
protection of this community is paramount. Will an increased flow 
of fresh water caused by development change the estuary water 
to a point where this community is endangered? It will be too late 
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...Dick Southcombe 


when we see the effect. [See a plant list on p. 13] [Note: See 'A 
Conservation Issue' on p. 13] 


At our next meeting, on 10 February, we will be discussing plants 
observed during December and January excursions, the trip to 
Hotham, members' exhibits and our Pea Project. 


Plant list ...Polly Cutcliffe 


Acacia mearnsii Black Wattle 

Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle 

Acacia verniciflua Varnish Wattle 
Austrodanthonia sp. Wallaby Grass 
Bursaria spinosa Sweet Bursaria 

Dianella brevicaulis Coast Flax-lily 
Distichilis disticophylla Australian Salt-grass 
Eucalyptus leucoxolyn subsp. bellarinensis Bellarine Yellow Gum 
Eucalyptus ovata Swamp Gum 

Gahnia filum Chaffy Saw-sedge 

Goodenia ovata Hop Goodenia 

Juncus kraussii Sea Rush 

Leptospermum laevigatum Coast Teatree 
Leucopogon parviflorus Coast Beard-heath 
Melaleuca lanceolata Moonah 

Poa labillardierei Tussock Grass 

Plantago coronopus Buck's horn Plantain 
Rhagodia candolleana Seaberry Saltbush 
Samolus repens Creeping Brookweed 
Sarcocornia quinqueflora Beaded Glasswort 
Tetragonia implexicoma Bower Spinach 
Themeda triandra Kangaroo Grass 





A conservation issue 


n Mid-January | became aware 

that an Adventure Bike Park 
providing tracks over dirt mounds, a 
play ground, picnic facilities and a 
car park is proposed within the 
Torquay Nature Reserve on the 
western side of Spring Creek 
estuary. 


| urge members to make 
themselves familiar with this 
proposal as it is clearly an 
inappropriate use in a nature 
reserve and certainly improper in a 
nature reserve that includes an 
Endangered Plant Community (see 
p. 12). Our objection is NOT to a 
bike park in Torquay, it is to a bike 





Area of proposed bike park, Torquay 


...Dick Southcombe 


park in the Torquay Nature Reserve 
because it is an incompatible use. 


For further information contact Greg 
John who is coordinating opposition. 
Phone: 5261 9353 

Email: gjohn@bigpond.com 
Address: 84 Spring Valley Rd, 
Torquay 3228. 


Objections should be addressed to 
Nicky Angus, Surf Coast Shire 
Office, 25 Grossmans Rd Torquay 
3228 

Email: nangus@surfcoast.vic.gov.au 
Phone: 5261 0603 


Photo: Heather King 


What else has been seen? 


Spider-hunting Wasp, Jerringot, 5/12/08. Spectacular, large, 
orange and black, searching under clumps of grass 
overhanging a drain. No spider, big or small, is safe. (JH) 

Mosquito Hawk Dragonfly, Belmont, 14/1/09, warming up in 
early morning sun. (photo) (JH) 

Purple Loosestrife, Fyansford, 
8/1/09, flowering in damp 
places beside Barwon River. 
Spikes of magenta-pink 
flowers. (JH) 

Knotweed, Jerringot, a pink haze 
left of the entrance and other 
damp places. (JH) 

Agile Antechinus, a dead female 
on the track to Little Aire Falls 
near Triplet Falls (photos) 
11/1/09. (BL) 

Cinnamon Bells, Potato Orchid 
Gastrodia sesamoides, 
2/1/09, Lake Elizabeth, 1 plant 
flowering (DHe) 

Box Mistletoe, 8/1/09, 
Toolern Vale, first 
flowers and first 
Mistletoe Moths 
Comocrus behri 
(MHe) 

European Carp, many 
very large carp in the 
Inlet channel to Reedy 
Lake on 18/12/08. 
There was a fresh flow 
of water from the river, 
and the fish that were on the inside of the inlet were trying to 
swim 'upstream' back into the river but a grid barrier 
prevented them. (TP) 

Porcupinefish 12/12/08, caught on fence near the Spit. 

(Sin, TP) 

Vine Moth larvae on the grape vine at Yaugher on 23/12/08. 
(TP) 

On 25/11/08 my wife and I found a beachcast Short-headed 
Worm-Eel Muraenichthys breviceps on the beach near the 
mouth of Bream Creek. Although my books tell me that they 
are not uncommon, it's the first that I've seen. It was 54 cm 


Mosquito Hawk Dragonfly 
Photo: Joe Hubbard 


Agile Antechinus Photo: Barry Lingham 








...Lorraine Phelan 


long, and no thicker than my little finger (and I've got skinny 
fingers!). (photo) (JP) 

On 7/11/08 | encountered enormous numbers of Transverse 
Ladybirds Coccinella transversalis along all beaches 
during a beach-walk between Point Impossible and Point 
Addis. Some of them appeared to be consuming the corpses 
of beachcast Short-tailed Shearwaters. (photo) (JP) 

Meal Moth Pyralis farinalis on a screen door, Point Lonsdale on 
27/12/08. It has a wingspan of 18-30 mm. An introduced 
species, the adults, which fly [in midsummer in Britain], rest 
characteristically with the tip of the abdomen curved up at 
right-angles to the body. (photo) (RSm) 

Nature at a natural history meeting! A moth flew in through an 
open door at the January GFNC bird group meeting. It was 
identified by Marilyn as 
the quite common 
Persectania ewingii, 
Noctuidae family. (photo 
p.7) (LPh) 


Observers: BL, Barry 
Lingham; DHe, Dean 
Hewish; JH, Joe Hubbard; 
JP, John Peter and his 

wife; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; 
MHe, Marilyn Hewish; 

RSm, Rosalind Smallwood; 
Sin, Shona Innes, TP Trevor 
Pescott. 





Photo: John Peter 





Transverse Ladybirds on a 
beachcast bird. 
Photo: John Peter 


Meal Moth 
Photo: Rosalind Smallwood 
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Reptile and Amphibian Report 


... frevor Pescott 

Water Skink 19/01/09 1 You Yangs, headwaters of the Cumberland River. BL 
Water Skink 29/12/08 1 Lake Elizabeth BL 
Bluetongue Lizard 24/10/08 1 Bellbrae, crossing the road. AWa 
Mainland Tiger Snake 29/10/08 1 Bellbrae, first for the season. AWa 
Bluetongue Lizard 10/11/08 1 Bellbrae, actively searching for food. AWa 
Mainland Tiger Snake 16/11/08 1 Bellobrae, seen regularly over last week. AWa, PWa 
Mainland Tiger Snake 25/11/08 1 Red Gum Island, Buckley Falls, a bright copper- 

coloured snake HSc 
Mainland Tiger Snake 19/1/09 1 Benwerrin-Mt Sabine road. BL 
Eastern Brown Snake 06/01/09 1 You Yangs, near Information Centre EWt 
Jacky Lizard 25/11/08 1 Anglesea heathlands AWa 
Jacky Lizard 26/11/08 1 Anglesea surfcoast track—a small one, very active. AWa 
Lowland Copperhead 30/11/08 1 Bellbrae, caught and ate Southern Water Skink. AWa 
Spotted Marsh Frog 03/12/08 5 Lake Lorne, under log. TP 
Blotched Bluetongue Lizard 03/12/08 1 Hutchinsons Block, Swan Bay/Grubb Roads. TP 
Garden Skink 04/12/08 A few at Hutchinsons' Block, Swan Bay/Grubb Rds. TP 
Garden Skink 04/12/08 1 Lease Rd, Brisbane Ranges, in woodland. MHe 
Eastern Bluetongue Lizard 06/12/08 1 Red Gum Gully carpark, You Yangs, not healthy-looking. EWt 
Southern Brown Tree-frog 13/12/08 1 Yaugher, in wood-shed TP 
Pobblebonk Frog 18/12/08 You Yangs, calling and spawn on pools.* SQu 
Pobblebonk Frog 04/12/08 1 Reedy Lake, Whitehorse Rd, calling from lake. MHe 
Spotted Marsh Frog 19/12/08 1 You Yangs, under log. TP 
Common Froglet 19/12/08 You Yangs, heard calling TP 
Common Froglet 04/12/08 Reedy Lake, Whitehorse Rd, a few calling from lake . MHe 
Jacky Lizard 21/12/08 1 Southside Car Park. AWa 
Lowland Copperhead 23/12/08 1 Cape Otway Eco-centre. EWt 
Lowland Copperhead Spring08 Torquay, recorded October, November and December at an 

artificial pond just north of Torquay. JP 
Cunningham's Skink 09/01/09 1 You Yangs, at Big Rock, under shadow of rock EWt 


*A few days prior to 18 December, there was about 55 mm rainfall over the western side of the You Yangs, resulting in the 
Western Plantation being awash. But very little reached the Eastern Paddock/East Flat, and the large lake there failed to catch 


significant runoff to even slightly fill it. 


Observers: AWa, Alison Watson; BL, Barry Lingham; EWt, Echidna Walkabout guides per JanineDuffy; HSc, Helen Scofield; 


PWa, Phil Watson; SQu, Stuart Quick; TP, Trevor Pescott. 


Bird observations December 2008—January 2009 


M agpie Geese were reintroduced to Victoria in the 1960s 
after the original Victorian population became extinct 
around 1900. Birds from the Northern Territory were sent to 
Serendip as part of a breeding program and this population 
expanded into a free-flying group that moved into the 
surrounding area. It has been some time since they visited the 
wetlands on the Bellarine, but a flock has recently been 
observed at Reedy Lake and feeding in wheat crops near the 
lake. Brolgas have also been seen in the same crop. 


Balyang Sanctuary continues to be popular with many water 
birds, with breeding Buff-banded Rail and a visit from a 
Freckled Duck. The Stephens Road bush near Bannockburn 
hosted Pink-eared and Blue-billed Duck, species that are 
uncommon near Geelong. At Reedy Lake, a ‘listening count’ 
by GFNC members failed to detect any bitterns, but John 
Newman and Tim McKellar flushed seven Australasian 
Bitterns a few days later when they waded around the edge of 
the lake. 


The Little Egret nesting colony at Corio was progressing well 
until around New Years Eve when many birds deserted the 
area. Perhaps the fireworks may have disturbed them. 
Fortunately, some birds returned to the colony a few days 
later, but the breeding may not be very successful this year. 
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The Chestnut-rumped Heathwren inhabits dense heathland 
and can be difficult to find. They have been recorded at 
Flaxbournes Road several times in the past decade. The 
Challenge Bird Count group noted Jaegers off Point Addis. 
They were identified as Pomarine by their large size compared 
to nearby Crested Terns. At Lake Elizabeth, Marilyn and Dean 
found a Brush Cuckoo. The loud call is the best way of finding 
this rarely-seen species. A koala in the You Yangs provided a 
Black-chinned Honeyeater with fur to line its nest. The koala 
did not seem unduly concerned by this activity. 


The following observations are a selection of those submitted. 
All records will be published in the annual Geelong Bird 
Report. 


Observers: AM, Anthony Mitchell; AWe, Adam Webster; BAt, 
Bryant Attwood; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie Lingham; 
CBC, Challenge Bird Count; DHe, Dean Hewish; EWt, 
Echidna Walkabout guides; HS, Hans Streefkerk; JDy, Janine 
Duffy; JN, John Newman; KC, Kay Campbell; LSt, Laura 
Stenzler; MBi, Michael Bird; MCr, Molly Crawford; MHe, 
Marilyn Hewish; MHm, Michael Helman; PC, Polly Cutcliffe; 
RGa, Rob Ganley; SQ, Stuart Quick; TBi, Tim Bird; TMc, Tim 
McKellar; TSc, Ton Schat 


Species 
Magpie Goose 


Freckled Duck 

Black Swan 
Pink-eared Duck 
Blue-billed Duck 
Great Crested Grebe 
Rock Dove 

Common Bronzewing 
Little Penguin 
Australasian Bittern 


Cattle Egret 


Little Egret 


Black Kite 


Brolga 


Buff-banded Rail 
Australian Spotted Crake 


Spotless Crake 


Black-tailed Native-hen 
Sooty Oystercatcher 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Painted Button-quail 


Pomarine Jaeger 

Brush Cuckoo 

Eastern Barn Owl 

Sacred Kingfisher 

Rainbow Bee-eater 

Brown Treecreeper 
Chestnut-rumped Heathwren 


Striated Fieldwren 


Weebill 
Black-chinned Honeyeater 


Varied Sittella 


White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike 
White-winged Triller 


Olive Whistler 
White-browed Woodswallow 


Rufous Fantail 
Restless Flycatcher 
Jacky Winter 


Fairy Martin 


Diamond Firetail 


Number 
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Present 


Present 


Date 
19/11/08 


24/11/08 
4/12/08 
21/12/08 
12/1 

3/1 

3/1 

12/1 

12/1 

4/1 
23/12/08 
23/11/08 


27/11/08 


21/12/08 


13/1 
15/1 
4/12 
7/12/08 
11/12/08 
5/1 
21/12/08 
12/1 
30/11/08 


7/12/08 
10/12/08 
22/11/08 
12/1 
21/12 


7/12 

2/1 

14/1 
18/12/08 
8/1 
18/12/08 
11/12/08 


12/1 


3/1 
31/12/08 
3/1 
1/12/08 
29/12/08 
1/1 
29/11/08 
4/12/08 
1/1 
21/12/08 


4/12/08 
1/1 
29/11/08 
31/12 


28/12/08 


4/1 


Comments 
Moolap, in middle of wheat crop E of Moolap Station 
Rd. 35 present 7/12/08. 
Reedy Lake, NW side. 
Hospital Swamp, S of Baenschs Lane 
Balyang Sanctuary 
Point Henry lake, breeding. 
Bannockburn Bush 
Bannockburn Bush 
Point Henry on outer Corio Bay. 
Point Henry wetlands. 
Deakin University, Waurn Ponds, making oom calls. 
Twelve Apostles, Port Campbell on beach. 
Reedy Lake, flushed from 30-40 cm deep water 
between Fitzgeralds Rd and Moolap Station Rd, and 
flew languidly towards the middle reed beds. Four 
flushed from reeds between Whitehorse Rd and 
Moolap Station Rd on 11/12. 
Balyang Sanctuary, a bird in full breeding plumage 
poking around old nests in last season's nesting area. 
Three active nests and other birds roosting in the area 
on 5/1. 
Corio, in breeding plumage, collecting twigs from 
nearby eucalypts. Three in nest tree on 10/1. There 
appeared to be a general desertion of the site around 
New Year. 
Cnr Melbourne Rd and Bacchus Marsh Rd. 
Geelong-Bacchus Marsh Rad, N of Corio. 
Reedy Lake, landed in centre section of the lake. 
Hospital Swamp, seen from Lake Road. 
Moolap, in wheat crop E of Moolap Station Rd. 
Balyang Sanctuary, at least 2 chicks. 
Balyang Sanctuary 
Point Henry wetlands. 
Point Richards beach, Portarlington, a juvenile in 
reedy gutter. 
Point Henry, Alcoa ponds. 3 on 12/1. 
Point Henry beach 
Hospital Swamp 
Point Henry wetlands. 
Brisbane Ranges, Durdidwarrah Rd at Manna Gum 
Tk. 
Point Addis, out to sea, flying W. 
Lake Elizabeth, calling in the forest. 
Winchelsea-Inverleigh Rd 
Moorabool valley, Batesford 
Bannockburn Common 
Moorabool valley, Batesford. 
Anglesea heathland on corner of Forest Rd and 
Flaxbournes Rd. 
Point Henry wetlands, an adult ran away and fluttered 
in diversionary display; 1 fledgling on ground. 
Bannockburn Bush 
You Yangs, plucking an adult male koala’s fur. 
Bannockburn Bush 
You Yangs, Big Rock Tk. 
Distillery Creek Picnic Ground, Otway Ranges. 
Bannockburn Bush, one dark-breasted. 1 on 3/1. 
Balyang Sanctuary, brown birds eating caterpillars. 
Serendip, singing in River Red Gums W of dry lake. 
Marriners Falls, Apollo Bay 
Brisbane Ranges, Waterhole Tk off Lease Rd. 


Lake Elizabeth, a pair on 29/12. 

Marriners Falls, Apollo Bay 

Bannockburn bush, some distance apart. 
Bannockburn bush, a pair with 1 fledged young by golf 
course, and an adult with 1 fledged young in the 
southern section. 

Freshwater Creek, cnr Louttit Bay Rd and Pettavel Rd, 
nests in the concrete bus shelter. Six completed nests, 
two half-finished. 

Brisbane Ranges, Anakie Gorge Picnic Ground. 





Observer 
AWe, CBC 


BL, AWe 
RGa, PC 
BAt 

RGa 

JN, TMc 
JN, TMc 
RGa 
RGa 

JN 

EWt 

JN, TMc, BL 


BAt 


BAt 


PC, MCr 
MHe, DHe 
BL, BML 
CBC 

BL 

BAt 

BAt 

RGa 

JN 


CBC, RGa 
MBi, TBi 

KC, AM, MHm 
RGa 

MHe, DHe 


RGa 


JN, TMc 
JDy 
JN, TMc 
JDy 


JN, TMc 
BAt 
JDy 


MHe, DHe 
BL 


TSc, LSt 
MHe, DHe 


HS 


MHe, DHe 
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February Excursion 
Sunday 15 February 2009 


Marine Discovery Centre, 
Marine Biology Cruise 


We have booked the Marine Discovery Centre’s marine 
biology cruise on the ‘Kyena’. The exact route on the day 
will depend on tides and weather, but we will have the 
opportunity to study a collection of organisms brought up 
on the ‘sledge’, which will provide a chance for those who 
don’t dive or snorkel to see some of the wonders of the 
Bay’s marine environments close up. 


The tour starts at 12.15 pm with a half-hour tour of the 
Marine Discovery Centre aquarium and then the two-hour 
boat trip starting at 1.00pm. So you will need to organise 
an early lunch (or maybe brunch!)—we must not be late 


for the boat departure. 


Meet: 12.00 noon at the Marine Discovery Centre, 
2A Bellarine Hwy, Queenscliff (Melways Map 
500, E1). The meeting place for the boat trip is 
at the arch shaped car park opposite the 
Queenscliff Maritime Museum, adjacent to the 
public toilet facility. 

Wear shoes that can get wet—solid footwear 
please, no thongs or bare feet. 

Dress according to the day—remember it can 
be cooler on the water so bring a waterproof/ 
windproof jacket. 

Binoculars, hand lens, hat, sunscreen, water, 
sea-sickness tablets (just in case). If the 
weather is suitable we will have afternoon tea, 
after the cruise, somewhere in Queenscliff. 

If the weather is too dangerous/stormy for the 
boat trip, but tolerable on land, we will have a 
‘plan B’ for activities nearby after the tour of 
the Marine Discovery Centre. 

Participants will be notified on the morning if 
weather does force the boat trip to be 


cancelled, so please make sure | have a 


suitable contact number for you. 
Deborah Evans, 5243 8687, 


mobile 0424 292 447. 


Contact: 


Advance notice 


Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 
10 March 2009 


Tim D'Ombrain 


‘Regional roadside vegetation 
and its management’ 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Rice Reserve, Connewarre 
Thursday 26 February 
Leader: Kay Campbell 


This is a small reserve with interesting bird life on 
Horseshoe Bend Road where it crosses Thompson Creek 
(Melway Key Map 15 A19 and p. 493 K1) 

Meet: 8.30 am at Jerringot Bird Hide, Belmont 
Common. A short time will be spent here, 
then proceeding to Rice Reserve. 

About 12.00 midday 

binoculars, morning tea, sunscreen, hat, 
sturdy shoes 


Finish: 
Bring: 


Enquiries: Kay 5243 3311 or Polly 5244 0182 


Eco Book Group 


Geelong Botanic Gardens Meeting 
Room 8.00 pm 


An Explorer's Notebook: Essays on 
Life, History and Climate 
Tim Flannery, 2007 


Buy or borrow the above book and join a discussion about the 
bottled water industry. Contact Lorraine if buying because books 
are on order at a local bookshop for a discounted price. 


Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 


SEANA Autumn Camp 2009 
Friday 20—Monday 23 March, 
Port Fairy 


Hosted by Warrnambool Field Naturalists 


Venue for activity departures, dinners and speakers: 
Southcombe Lodge, in the Southcombe Caravan Park, 
Port Fairy 
Accommodation: Approx 35 lower bunk beds in 16 rooms 
at the Lodge Camping caravan sites close to the Lodge 
Full range of accommodation for any budget around the 
town. 
Registration including Sat and Sun dinners = $100. Pay 
by 1 February. 
The following tours are optional: 
Boat trip around Lady Julia Percy Island $75 pp 
Guided tour of Lake Condah $30 pp 
Enquiries: email Viv Bounds boundsvj@hotkey.net.au 
Phone: Liz Kenna 5568 4206, or Viv 5567 6257 





GFNC COMMITTEE 2008-2009 


President Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Vice-President Lynne Clarke 5243 8774 alynneclarke@ozemail.com.au 
Immediate Past President Vacant 

Secretary Tim Billington 5221 1169 tbil@optusnet.com.au 

Treasurer (acting) Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Minute Secretary Lynne Clarke 5243 8774 alynneclarke@ozemail.com.au 
Committee Member 


David Flanagan 5221 2427 jillpip@optusnet.com.au 
Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 

Bruce Lindsay 5223 2394 brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
Neil McInnes 0408 102 802 neil.mcinnes@yahoo.com.au 
Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 lpbhelan@bigpond.com.au 
Diana Primrose 5250 1811 dprimrose4@bigpond.com 
Peter Williams 5221 3503 peter.w@wesinet.com.au 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 
Belmont Escarpment Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Bird Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Conservation Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Editor Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 
Sub-editor Deborah Evans 5243 8687 
Geelong Bird Report Marilyn Hewish 5367 3196 
Jerringot Group Valda Dedman 5243 2374 
Librarian Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 
Mammal Study Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 
Membership Officer Peter Williams 5221 3503 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Web-master Barry Lingham 5255 4291 





Coming events 


FEBRUARY 2009 MARCH 2009 
3 General Meeting: Port Phillip Bay ecology— 1 ‘Clean up Australia Day’ at Jerringot. Leaders: 
Simon Mustoe Claire & Dennis Greenwell 
10 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 3 General Meeting: The Moorabool Gorge 
15 Excursion: Boat trip on the Bay Project—Ralph Cotter 
Leaders: Mark Rodrigue & Deborah Evans 10 Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora Lecture: 
Bird Group: Important Bird Areas—Guy Dutson Roadside vegetation—Tim D'Ombrain 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Rice Reserve, Mammal Group: Survey 
Connewarre 15 Excursion: Moorabool River 
Leaders: Ralph Cotter 
19 Bird Group: Birds of Western Port Phillip Bay— 
Tom Fletcher 
20-23 SEANA campout: Port Fairy 
26 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
31 Eco Book Group: An explorer's notebook, Tim 
Flannery 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 23 February 2009. 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Hard copy or diskette (saved as a Word document or .rtf please) 
Photographs—digital as .jpg (100 to 250 KB approx. if sending by e-mail), slides or prints for scanning to 
5 James Cook Dve Wandana Heights, 3216 —OR—e-mail: lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
For further details phone Lorraine Phelan: 5243 0636 


DISCLAIMER 
The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions 
expressed in this magazine rests with the author of the article. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 


Please contact the Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
photograph) from another source, so that copyright permission can start at 8.00 pm 
be sought. 


, ; eas ; Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park 
The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 G4] 


that acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 
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